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vindicated their admission, on the ground that they
were more religious than men. The Synod decreed
that they should be admitted. On the 10th of June
the discussion about the constitution of the assembly
began in earnest. M. Jalabert explained that it was
not the wish of the Left that the Synod should be
dissolved. He hoped rather that the two parties
would work together, and preserve the unity of the
Church. The decree of the Eepublic cited the laws
of the year X. and of 1852, and added a third Article,
which constituted particular synods electoral colleges.
By this arrangement, consistories with six or seven
thousand members had the same number of represen-
tatives as consistories with thirty thousand. This
fault in the decree need not, the speaker said, prevent
fraternal discussion; but the Synod could not have
any other character than that of an assembly which
the government might consult as to the welfare of the
Church.

MI Laurens,* on the other side, maintained the
authoritative character of the Synod. We are not
here, he said, for a new work. We do not inaugurate
for the Eeformed Church of France a new govern-
ment. We are but the continuators of a work of
restoration begun under the first Eepublic in the year
X., continued under the second Eepublic in 1852, and
which now we are called to complete in 1872. Our
Church, the speaker said, has a past history which
shows it to have been in constant possession of its
confession of faith, its discipline, its liturgy, and its
hierarchical organization. When the Chiirch was

* A laj man.